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In this connection, the lecturer briefly referred to Jainism as a most
interesting form of faith. The Jains claimed that it was altogether inde-
pendent of Buddhism, not a growth from it. Unlike others, they did not
claim for the faith that it was of Divine origin, recognising that its sacred
writings were the results of human workmanship. Jainism was, perhaps,
the most logical of all faiths, and its most remarkable characteristic was
its scrupulous regard for all things that lived.

After the lecture, Mr. Gandhi answered some questions put to him by members
of the audience, and the proceedings terminated with a vote of thanks to him, which
he deprecated smilingly, on the ground that they were not yet deserved.

The second lecture of the series will be given on Saturday evening next, the 11th
inst., at the same hall.

The Star, 10-3-1905

312. SPEECH AT FAREWELL TO L W. RITCH1

This is a brief report of Gandhi}? s speech at a Johannesburg function to bid
farewell to Ritch.

{March P, 1905]

Mr. Gandhi said he would like to add his own expression of appre-
ciation both of Mr. Ritch's character and his actual work in the speaker's
office. Mr. Gandhi gave a brief history of his relations with Mr. Ritch,
describing the sentiment of brotherhood that attached them to each other.
Special stress was laid upon Mr. Ritch's self-sacrifice at the time of the-plague
last year, when he insisted upon tending the Indian plague-patients,
regardless of possible consequences to himself.2 He regarded the cause of
Mr. Ritch's departure for Home as God-sent, and he had no doubt that
whatever happened would be for the best.

Indian Opinion, 25-3-1905

1  Louis Walter Ritch gave up business in  1903  and became  an articled clerk under
Gandhiji. A Theosophist, he introduced   Gandhiji to  the Theosophical Society.    Left for
England in 1905 for legal studies and there did much valuable  work on behalf of South
African Indians through frequent contributions to the Press.
2  Of this   episode, Gandhiji  wrote later: "Mr. Ritch had a large family.    He was
ready to take the plunge, but I prevented him.   I had not the heart to expose him    to the
risk. So he attended to the work outside the danger zone." (Autobiography, Part IV, Chapter
XV).    Whether the speech was correctly reported in Indian Opinion or his memory was at
fault while writing the above 20 years later, one cannot say.